Imperialism and Socialism
of the "lower orders/' of free education, good housing, fair
rents, compulsory powers for the municipalities to buy land at
a fair price, payment of M.P.s, the abolition of plural voting,
Church disestablishment, security of tenure for farmers, and the
revision of the system of taxation. To this Jesse Collings, his
close ally, added the scheme for smallholdings which received
temporary fame as "three acres and a cow." Before this,
Henry George had toured Britain in 1882 and 1884. His
Progress and Poverty had been published in 1879, selling (accord-
ing to supporters) about 100,000 copies in three years. Its
basis was the "single tax" on land values, which he believed
would be a final solution to all economic difficulties. Land,
in his doctrine, belonged of right to the whole people
of the country, and alienations made in one generation could
not bind the next. Private occupancy and use of land was
necessary, and the land must continue to be allocated to the
individuals who would pay the highest rent for any given
parcel. But this rent should be paid to the community, no
more being left to landlords than would induce them to con-
tinue to collect it and act as land agents. Since the total of
rents, even thus diminished, was always far more than enough
to meet the expenses of any Government that existed in Henry
George's day, all other taxes on manufactures, imports, exports,
documents, buildings, personal property and so on would
vanish. Nothing made by man would be taxed and universal
free trade would be rapidly established.
After the Reform Acts of 1884 and 1885 had enfranchised
the main body of the workers living outside the parliamentary
boroughs and had redistributed seats so as to give effect to the
changed balance of the electorate, Joseph Chamberlain anti-
cipated the rapid success of his new "Radical Programme",
which he claimed, should be henceforward the programme of the
Liberal Party. *c At last,'3 he wrote, *c the majority of the nation
will be represented by a majority in the House of Commons,
and ideas and wants and claims which have hitherto been
ignored in legislation will find a voice in Parliament, and will
compel the attention of statesmen. Radicalism, which has been
the creed of the most numerous section of the Liberal Party
outside the House of Commons, will henceforward be a